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A Note From the Authors 
ef 

“…My people will know my name…”  

Isaiah 52:6 

To Know Him By Name is a result of an honest desire to know our God better, 

who He really is, and how He works in our lives. It is our hope and prayer 

that through this study your understanding of your Maker, your Savior, and 

your King will expand beyond its current boundaries and you will develop a 

deeper level of intimacy with the Lover of your soul. He is, you will find, an 

incredibly complex personality with emotions, plans, and a longing to be 

loved by His people. This book is far from exhaustive; in fact, we admittedly 

have barely scratched the surface. Some of the names of God traditionally 

presented in such a study have been omitted, while others more obscure 

have been explored. Regardless, we have found that as our knowledge of 

Him is diligently cultivated through study, our love for Him flourishes and 

our desire to serve Him overflows from a grateful heart. Get to know Him 

better…you won’t regret it! 

In His Name, 

Janet & Kristin  

 



 

 

 

How to Use This Study 
ef 

To Know Him By Name is a study for both individual and small group use. 

Based largely in the Old Testament, it is rooted in much Biblical history. 

Woven throughout, however, is practical application pulled from the 

pages of the New Testament and the words of Jesus Himself. Each 

chapter of study is divided into five sections. The first three are designed 

as a day’s worth of personal study to introduce a particular name of God 

and exploring the context in which the name was revealed. This 

encourages digging into the spiritual principles found in the revelation of 

each name, some often hiding in plain sight. The fourth day of study links 

the name studied in that chapter to a particular psalm. Taking the time to 

journal through a psalm is well worth the effort and will hopefully 

provoke meditation and reflection with thoughts and prayers recorded in 

a separate journal. The intention of time spent journaling through a psalm 

is to be immersed in a time of praise and worship centered on the 

character of our God. Finally, the last section of each chapter is a set of 

small group questions that recap the week of homework, hitting the 



 

 

highlights and encouraging discussion. These questions can be answered 

ahead of time or be explored together in a small group format. However 

you choose to use this study, may you be blessed and enriched as you 

seek to know your God better! 



YHWH:  I AM 
 

 

Yahweh: I AM 
(yah-WEH) 

“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’”  

Exodus 3:14 

 

ef 

DAY ONE:  ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE MYSELF 

To this point in our study, the names of God we’ve examined have been 
more like titles. These names reveal who God is, but they are closer to 
designations than actual proper names. They are more like descriptive 
identifiers: the Creator God, the God Most High, the Almighty God, and 
Master. These names dominate the book of Genesis where we have done 
the bulk of our study. This changes, however, when we dig into Exodus 
and we learn God has a personal name. To use modern vernacular, we 
could call it a first name. 
 
The context surrounding the revelation of this name is familiar to most of 
us. The descendants of Abraham had grown into a nation one million 
strong, but they are brutally enslaved in Egypt. Moses, a Hebrew raised in 
Pharaoh’s household, murdered an Egyptian and fearing royal reprisal, 
fled into the wilderness. For 40 years, he lived a quiet shepherd’s life until 
one day… 
 
Read Exodus 3:1-6. How does God identify Himself in verse 6? 
 
 
 
From his reaction, we can assume Moses immediately knew deity was 
addressing him. What was Moses response? 
 
 
 
 



Chapter Five 
 

 

In verses 7-9, we learn why God appeared. Fill in the blanks. 

“I have ___________________ the misery of my people.” 

“I have ___________________ them crying out.” 

“I am ____________________ of their suffering.” 

 
What do these three statements reveal about God? 
 
 
 
 
 
What two things does God intend to do, according to verse 8? 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s important not to miss that God was not just going to deliver the 
Israelites out of slavery. That alone would surely have been plenty, but 
God had a bigger plan. He intended to honor the promise He made to 
Abraham more than 400 years earlier in Genesis 17 giving his descendants 
the land as an everlasting possession. But first God must deliver His people 
from the bondage. How does God identify the Israelites in verse 10 and 
what does this suggest? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God had clearly attached Himself to this group of people and views them 
as His own, and yet what does Moses ask God in verse 13?  
 
 
 
 
 



YHWH:  I AM 
 

 

It’s sounds as though Moses expects he’ll encounter a bunch of cynics. 
Can’t you just hear them now? “The God of our fathers?  Well, where’s He 
been? He may have been the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but what’s He 
ever done for us? We don’t even know His real name…” How did God 
respond to Moses’ question? 
 
 
 
 
God’s response may have seemed weird to Moses because I AM isn’t really 
a name. Not to be a smart aleck or anything, but technically “I am” is a 
pronoun and a form of the verb “to be.” The Egyptian gods with which 
Moses would have been familiar had names like Ra, Yamm, and Horus. 
This God seemed to transcend the idea of such a simple label. To us today, 
I AM as a name may seem confusing and mysterious. However, on closer 
inspection it makes a little more sense. 
 
The letters in Hebrew that form the expression “I AM” are YHWH, and 
they are most always translated into our English Bibles as LORD in all 
caps. This vowel-less word in its original form (YaHWeH with vowels 
added in) is believed to be derived from the Hebrew word havah which 
means to be or being. Bible scholars interpret YHWH to mean that this God 
is self-existent, the One who has always been and always will be. This, in 
fact, is how God describes Himself. Read Isaiah 43:10-13. How does the 
LORD declare that He is eternal? 
 
 
 
 
He is. It means He is now, He was then, and He will forever be.  But this 
is not the only thing God wants us to know about Him through the 
revelation of His proper name. What else does the LORD tell us about 
Himself in Isaiah 43:11?  
 
 
 
 
 
Yahweh had heard the cry of His people, and would save them from 
bondage. With their freedom would come a journey through the 
wilderness where God would reveal more and more of Himself to them. 



Chapter Five 
 

 

However, from the very beginning of their journey, Yahweh wanted them 
to know Him by this particular name. How does He indicate this desire in 
Exodus 3:15? 
 
 
 
 
 
It was by this name God would save His people from bondage. By this 
name He would establish an exclusive relationship with them that would 
be so intimate He would later liken it to a marriage. By this name He 
would lead them from slavery to the Promised Land and fulfill His 
covenant promises. This was a name that was special both to Him and to 
His people Israel and when He said to Moses, “Tell them I AM sent you,” it 
was just the beginning.  
 
In light of this, why might it be significant that God did not reveal His 
name Yahweh until He was delivering Israel from Egypt? 
 
 
 
 
 

“God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD,  

the God of your fathers…has sent me to you.’  

This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be  

remembered from generation to generation.” – Exodus 3:15 

 
 

ef 
DAY TWO:  A GOD OF RELATIONSHIP 

Throughout Israel’s history, Yahweh often spoke of Himself. Apparently 
He wanted to leave no room for misunderstanding regarding His 
character. The following passage, Exodus 34:6-7a, provides a perfect 
example. Read and circle the words and/or phrases God used to describe 
Himself. 



YHWH:  I AM 
 

 

“Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the 

LORD. And he passed in front of Moses proclaiming, ‘The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and 

gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin…’” 

Throughout the Psalms Yahweh’s description of Himself is confirmed over 
and over again. Read the verses below and match them up with what the 
psalmists reveal about God’s character. 

Psalm 33:4-5 gracious and compassionate protector 

Psalm 33:11 great and worthy of praise 

Psalm 34:18 close to the brokenhearted  

Psalm 116:5-6 my help 

Psalm 118:1 right, true, faithful and loving 

Psalm 118:6-7 committed to His plans 

Psalm 145:3 good and loving 
 
Do you agree with the psalmists? Pick one passage from the list above 
and briefly explain how the LORD has demonstrated that particular 
characteristic in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another great example of Yahweh’s self-revelation is Jeremiah 9:23-24. 
How does He describe Himself in this passage? 
 
 
 
 



Chapter Five 
 

 

Verse 24 says the LORD delights in exercising kindness, justice and 
righteousness on earth. What does this reveal about God?  
 
 
 
 
 
How does God indirectly suggest He desires a relationship with us? 
 
 
 
 
 
Yahweh declares He is compassionate, kind, and loving. The words of the 
psalmists confirm this in a hundred ways. However, it’s only through a 
personal relationship with Yahweh that we can experience these things to be 
true of His character in our own lives. God invites us to know Him because 
as Yahweh He declares that He is knowable. As Yahweh, He engages with 
His people. Read the verses below and note how He specifically interacts 
with us. 

Psalm 8:3-8 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 10:17-18 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 32:5 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 34:17 
 
 
 
  



YHWH:  I AM 
 

 

Psalm 85:8-9  
 
 
 
 
Psalm 103:1-6 
 
 
 
 
Now read Zephaniah 3:17 and meditate on each phrase. Write out one 
phrase that is especially meaningful to you. Remember, Yahweh desires a 
very intimate, personal relationship with you!  
 
 
 
 
 
Tucked into this Zephaniah verse we find the word delight again. This time 
it is directed toward us. How does it feel to know the LORD takes great 
delight in you? 
 
 
 
 
 
Intellectually, we may know and believe that God loves us, but to quiet us 
with His love suggests a breathtaking bond of intimacy. That is the level of 
knowledge Yahweh wants for us. As we come to know Him and 
experience His nature, how should we respond? Read the following verses 
for some insight. Note your thoughts. 

Psalm 9:1-2 
  
 
 
Psalm 13:5-6 
 
 
  
Psalm 27:14 



Chapter Five 
 

 

Psalm 32:5 
 
 
  
Psalm 34:1-3 
 
 
  
Psalm 96:6-7 
 
 
 
Psalm 118:29 
 
 
 
As Yahweh, God invites us to know the part of Him that is completely 
relational to us. He hears, heals, and redeems. He encourages, delights, 
and satisfies. He cares, forgives, and delivers. He asks us to trust Him, 
thank Him, boast of Him, and worship Him. It is as Yahweh that God 
reveals His heart so plainly and engages so intimately with His people. 
 
Read Deuteronomy 6:5. Notice who it is we are called to love. It’s not Elohim 
or El Elyon or El Shaddai. It is the LORD who declares His loves for us and 
who seeks our love in return. Thank Him for the love He so freely gives. 
Ask Him to help you know Him and love Him more and more today.  

 

ef 

DAY THREE:  THE NAME REVEALED ANEW 

Somewhere between Exodus 3 and the time of Christ, Yahweh’s people 
drifted far from Him. Their relationship was so fractured that God did 
not speak to His people for 400 years. One obvious explanation for 
Yahweh’s silence was the people’s continued disobedience. With one 
command however, it was not disobedience that brought distance. It was 
quite the opposite: an overzealous application of the law. Read Exodus 
20:7 and write the commandment in question here: 
 
 
 



YHWH:  I AM 
 

 

 
 
This commandment led the Jews to treat the name YHWH with great 
reverence. But it eventually resulted in an insistence that His name was too 
sacred to be written outside of Scripture or spoken frequently. Some scholars 
believe that speaking the Name of the LORD was traditionally restricted to 
priests ministering in the Temple.  

“…In the time of Jesus the name of God was so sacred that ordinary people were not even supposed 

to know it, far less to speak it. God was the remote invisible king, whose name was not for ordinary 

men to speak.”1 – DiAnna Paulk 

Can you imagine yourself in an intimate relationship and yet forbidden to 
ever speak your beloved’s name? How cold and distant would that be? 
For that matter, think for a moment on the reality of the people of God 
not hearing from Him for 400 years. Four hundred years! It was into this 
bizarre Jewish world that Yahweh would reintroduce Himself to His 
people, and He would do it through the birth of a baby in Bethlehem. 
Read the angel’s announcement to Joseph in Matthew 1:18-21. What was 
the child to be named and why? 
 
 
 
 
The name Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Yeshua (English: 
Joshua), a common name in that day. Yeshua was the kind of name that 
devoted believers gave a child because it means “Yahweh saves.” Who 
gave this name to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
Locked within the very name of Jesus is a proclamation of the Gospel. 
Meditate on that thought for a minute. Why is this significant? 
 
 
 
 
For those living in Jesus’ day, however, it wasn’t so clear. To most, He 
was just one Yeshua of many, despite the fact that He made some very 
bold statements. What does Jesus say in the following verses? 



Chapter Five 
 

 

Matthew 20:28 

 

Luke 22:70 

 

Luke 24:46-47 

 

John 5:24-25 

 

John 10:30 

 

John 14:9 

Some of the most compelling things Jesus said, however, were not said to 
the multitude, to His enemies, or to His followers. Read John 17, 
commonly know as the High Priestly Prayer. What did Jesus have the 
authority to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does He define eternal life in verse 3? 
 
 
 
 
 
After three years of speaking in parables, Jesus couldn’t have been 
clearer. Knowing the one true God is the key to eternal life. That said, 
what do you find particularly profound about His words in verses 6 and 
26?  
 
 
 



YHWH:  I AM 
 

 

Jesus, Yeshua, came to make the name of God known to us. Which name? 
The name that meant deliverance to the Jews. The name that set them free 
from slavery in Egypt. Yeshua’s very name cried out His mission: Yahweh 
saves. How amazing is that? Yahweh would save His people once again, 
not from bondage in Egypt as He did when they first met Him, but from 
their bondage to sin. Centuries after YHWH met Moses at the burning 
bush, He would deliver His people through the shedding of Yeshua’s 
blood. 
 
Peter makes the connection crystal clear. What does He proclaim in Acts 
4:8-12? 
  
 
 
 
 
Remember the angel’s instruction to Joseph?  

“You are to give him the name Jesus because he will  

save his people from their sins.” – Matthew 1:21 

In your journal, write a prayer thanking Yahweh for sending Yeshua to 
reveal Himself to us and deliver us from our sins.  
 
 

ef 

DAY FOUR:  JOURNAL PSALM 63 

Can you imagine being Moses at the foot of that burning bush? What 
went through his mind as he realized he was standing before deity? And 
not just any god, but the God of the universe . . .  
 
We, too, stand before the great I AM. Today, Yahweh desires to be known 
by us just as He desired to be known by His people long ago. Lest the 
great I AM fall silent for another 400 years, let’s seek Him while He might be 
found. Read Psalm 63. 
 
This psalm reveals David’s hunger and thirst for the presence of God. 
David simply won’t be satisfied until he finds Him. Slowly read verse 1 
again and write out a similar cry for the presence of God. 



Chapter Five 
 

 

In verse 2, David declares his search will only end when he has seen 
God’s power and glory. Pray God would reveal to you His power and 
glory and that you would be an eyewitness of His majesty. 
 
Yahweh’s lovingkindness is more precious than life to David. And the 
great I AM’s mercy and grace cause David’s heart to erupt in praise. 
Allow your own heart to break out in praise. 
 
In verse 1, David was hungry and thirsty. In verse 5, David has entered 
into God’s presence and has found satisfaction and joy. God wants us to be 
fully satisfied in Him and to desire Him more than life itself. Spend a few 
minutes praying that He will be enough for you. 
 
David meditates on God day and night for God has been David’s help. 
Under the shadow of God’s wings David clings to his God. Reread verses 
6-8. Praise God for covering you with His wings. 
 
In verse 9, David declares that God’s enemies will be defeated and that 
God will bring deliverance. End your time today by praying for victory 
through the name of Jesus. 
 
 

ef 

SMALL GROUP:  DOING LIFE TOGETHER 

Just think, our Creator King, the Most High God, the all-powerful One, 
our Lord and Master desires to be known by name. And not just any name, 
but the name above all other names, the name Yahweh: the great I AM.   
 
We began this lesson with the familiar story of the burning bush. What 
new insights did you gain from revisiting Exodus 3? 
 
Have someone in your group read Exodus 3:13-15 aloud. Why do you think 
it was necessary for God to reveal Himself as the great I AM at this particular 
time in redemptive history? Discuss this thought with your group. 
 
Throughout Israel’s history God reminded them that He was the one true 
God and that there were no others. Read Isaiah 43:10-13. These verses 
emphasize the self-existent nature of God. Discuss what it means to be self-
existent. 



YHWH:  I AM 
 

 

In this chapter you read several psalms that either talked about the nature 
of God’s character, the ways in which He interacts with us, or our proper 
response to the revelation of who He is and what He does. Look back 
over these verses. Which one was your favorite and why? 
 
Psalm 63 emphasized David’s desire for God and the praise that resulted 
in finding Him. Share a few lines of a psalm of praise you have written in 
your journal. Remember . . . there is a psalmist in all of us. 
 
Zephaniah 3:17 declares Yahweh a victorious warrior who rejoices over us 
with shouts of joy. What an amazing thought! Share how it makes you 
feel when you think about God rejoicing over you. 
   
This verse also says that God will quiet us with His love. Has God ever 
quieted your soul with His love, mercy and grace? If so, share that with 
your group. 
 
Exodus 20 contains what we commonly refer to as the Ten 
Commandments. In verse 7 of this chapter we are commanded to keep 
God’s name holy. What are some practical ways we can bring honor and 
respect to God’s name? 
 
John 17 is a passage we would have loved to hear when it was originally 
spoken by our Savior, isn’t it? In verse 3, Jesus defines eternal life as 
knowing God. Although this may seem like a simplistic way to present 
the Gospel, how does knowing God and His Son, Jesus, relate to eternal 
life? 
 
It is impossible to have eternal life and not know God. The great I AM has 
spoken. The Messiah has come. Together they offer eternal life. If you’ve 
never known God personally, He invites you to know Him by name. He 
invites you into eternal life. If you’ve never known God by name, ask 
your small group leader to stay and talk with you for a minute.  
 
If you already know Yahweh as the one true God, He invites you to know 
Him more deeply. The great I AM has invited you into a relationship that 
will last forever. May we all hunger and thirst for more of our God!   
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